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The Power of Free Choice’

TABLE OF CONTENTS

PREFACE ....ooiuvevetieiteveteieeseseseesesese st esessasesesesessesesessasesesessssesesessasesesesessebessasasesessssesesessasasesesens 2

G-D’S KNOWLEDGE AND MAN’S FREE CHOICE..........teriierercnreeecraeeccsneecsaesessssecsanes 3

FREE CHOICE: FEIGNED OR FACT? ...ootticiieieeteeeestestte e steesteesreessaestessseeveessnessnesssesssassseens 3

AINSWERS ... ctiettecteecneeeesteeessseeessseessssesssssessssesssssessssessssesssssessssessssssssssesssssesssssssssesssssessasesss 5

1. KNOWLEDGE RESTRAINT .....cocveveviviierereeeseseseseesesesesssesesessssesesessssesessssssesessssssesessseseses 6

2. INTERCHANGEABLE DETALILS .....eiittintertesiesieeieesieestessessessessesssessseesseessesssesssesssesns 7

3. ‘CAUSES” ARE KNOWN AND PREDETERMINED........ceveveueeeererereesesesesesesesessesesesessssesenes 8

4. VOLUNTARY COERCION ....uuveetresreerieseesseesseesssesssesssesssesssessssssssesssesssesssssssssssssssesssenns 10

5. ASTROLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE ......coveveuieieveteseeseeesesesesesesesesesessesesesessssesssesssesesessssesenes 11

6. CAUSE OR EFFECT? ....utiiitetieiteesteesteeteeteeteestaessaessseessessseesssessassssssssesssesssessesnsassssennns 11

THTUSEYALION 12 PTOATICHION «oveevvveeveeeeee ettt ee et ettt eaa et s e eeaee e 13

TITUSEPAEION LI SEOTC vt cvie ettt ettt ettt ettt e et eve e era e s taeeaaeeaveeave e 14

G-A'S KNOWIEAGE ..ottt 14

7. SUPERNAL KNOWLEDGE ......c.ccvetitiieiereteiesesessesesesessesesesesssesesesssesesssssesessssesesesssesess 17

a.  ‘Lower Form of KNOwledge'.............ccccvvuiiniviniiiniiiiiiiiiiiciiciieiciiiccciseec e 19

b.  "Higher Form of Knowledge' ..............cceviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciciceeeieeee s 20
Question

How are we to understand the apparent contradiction between the concept of

free choice and the fact that G-d already knows what will happen tomorrow?

Furthermore, if everything is predetermined by G-d, do we really have free

choice or is our sense of free choice merely an illusion?
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Preface
Before providing a response to the question, it must be clarified that the apparent
contradiction evolves from two fundamentals issues which (although

interconnected) differ in essence from each other:

1. The first question is regarding the apparent contradiction between G-d’s
knowledge of the future (7y1°) and the concept of man’s free choice
(mrma), i.e., if G-d knows with absolute truth what will happen tomorrow,
how can one have free choice to choose and act otherwise? And on the
other hand, if one does indeed have free choice, does that imply that G-d

doesn’t know ahead of time what will happen until one actually chooses

so?1

2. The second question, however, addresses the contradiction between G-d
determining the future (nmawn) and the concept of free choice (71°ma), i.e., if
every detail is already predetermined by G-d to unfold in a certain way,
how can one have true free choice to act otherwise? And on the other
hand, if one does indeed have free choice, does that imply that certain

events are not predetermined by G-d until one chooses so?
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These are two separate questions, based on two distinct concepts: G-d’s
knowledge of the future (7y>1’) and His determining every single detail that is to

happen (7mawn).

This paper will address only the first of these questions. See also Machon Shmuel,

Written and Directed by: G-d for some exploration of the second question.

G-d’s Knowledge and Man’s Free Choice

Free Choice: Feigned or Fact?
The concept of free choice means that with respect to certain aspects of life, a Jew
possesses true and real power of free choice to act as he desires. In the words of

the Rambam:2

“Free will is granted to all men. If one desires to turn himself to the path
of good and be righteous, the choice is his. Should he desire to turn to the

path of evil and be wicked, the choice is his.”

This concept is fundamental to the Torah and Mitzvot,® and it is the basis for

reward and punishment, which is only possible if one is responsible for his

actions.?
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